NELSON MANDELA'S ADDRESS ON HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON

Amandlal Amandla! iAﬁ'iieai Mayiiouye!

Friends, comvades, and fc[[ow South Aﬁicans, 1 greet you all in the name of peace,
democvacy, and ﬁ'eedom for all. 1stand here ioefo re younot as aprop het but as a humble
servant of you, the peopie‘

Your tiveless and heroic sacvyices have made it possib le fov e to be here today. 1,
therefove, piace the remaining years of my iife n your hands.

On this day of wy velease | extend my sincere and warmest graﬂtude to the millions of
my compatriots and those in every corner of the giobe who have campaigned tireiessiy
fov my release.

1 extend speciai greetings to the peopie of Cape Town. This city to which, which has been
my home fov three decades.

Your mass marches, and other fovms of s’[mggie, have served as a constant source of
strength toall poiiticai prisoners.

 salute the Aﬁicem National Congress. It has fuiﬁiied our every expectation in its vole as
leader of the great march to ﬁeedom.

1 salute our President, comvade Oliver Tambo, fov icading the ANC even under the most
diﬁicuit circumstances.

1 salute the rank and ﬁic members of the ANC. You have sacviﬁccd ifc and limh in the
pursuit of the noble cause of our struggic.

1 salute combatants of Umbkhonto we Sizwe, like Solomon Mahi;mgu and Ashicy Kriel,
who have paid the ultimate price for the ﬁrecdom of all South Aﬁ'icans.

1 salute the South Aﬁfican Convmunist Party _for its stcady contribution to the stmggie
fov democvacy. You have suvvived 40 years of umreienting pevsecution. The memory of

veat communists like Moses Kotane, Yusuf Dadoo, Bram Fischer, and Moses Mabhida
will be cherished fov generations to come.

1 salute General-Secretary Joe Slovo, one of our finest patriots. We ave heartened by the
fact that the alliance between oursetves and the Party remains as strong as it always was.

1 salute the United Democratic Front, the National Education Crisis Committee, the
South Aﬁrican Youth Congress, the Transvaal and Natal Indian Congresses, and
COSATLUL and the many other formations of the Mass Democratic Movement.

1 also salute the Black Sash and the National Union of South Aﬁrican Students. We note,
with pridc, that you have acted as the conscience of white South Aﬁricans. Even dwring
the darkest days of the history of our struggle you held the flag of liberty high. The
iarge—scaie mass mobilisation of the past few years is one of the icey factors which led to

the opening of the ﬁnai chapter of our stmggie.

] extend my greetings to the working class of our country. Your ovganiscd sircngih is the
pride of our movement. You remain the most dependai) le force in the stmggie to end
exp loitation and oppression.

| pay tribute, 1 pay tribute to the many rciigious communities who carried the campaign
fovjus tice forwavd when the organisations of our peopie were silenced.

1 greet the traditional leaders of our country. Many among you continue to walk in the
footstcps of great heroes, like Hintsa and Sekhukune.

1 pay tribute to the endless hevoism of the youth. You, the young lions, you, the young
lions, have cnevgiscd our entire stmggic.

1 pay tribute to the mothers and wives and sisters of our nation. You ave the vock-hard
foundation of our stmggie. Apavtheid has inﬂicted move pain on you than on anyone
else.

On this occasion, we thank the wovld, we thank the world community fov their great
contribution to the zmti—apavthcid struggie. Without you support, ouwr stmggic would
not have veached this advanced stage. The sacviﬁcc of the ﬁronf line states will be
remembered i’/y South Aﬁicans fore\ler.

My salutations will be incomp lete without expressing my dccp appreciation fov the
sfrcngfh given tome during my iong and ionciy years in prison by my beloved wife and
famiiy. 1 am convinced that your pain and mﬁfeving was fav greater than my own.

Bcfovc 1go any fwthcv, 1wish to make the point that 1 intend mak'mg oniy a fcw
prciiminaly comments at this stage. | will make a more compictc statement oniy aﬁcr ]
have had the opportunity to consult with my conrades.

Today, the majority of South Aﬁ'icans, black and white, recognise that aparthcid has no
ﬁdm‘c. It has to be ended i)y our own decisive mass action in order to build peace and
security. The mass campaigns of deﬁzmce, and other actions of ouy organisations and
peopie, can oniy culminate in the establishment of democmcy.

The apavthcid destruction on our subcontinent is incalculable. The fabvic of famiiy iifc
of millions of my ]oeopie has been shattered. Millions are homeless and unempioye .
Ouwr economy, our economy lies in ruins and our peopie ave embroiled in poiiticai strife.

Our vesovt to the avmed stmggie in 1960, with the formation of the miiitary wing of the
ANC, Umbkhonto we Sizwe, was a puvciy defensivc action against the violence of
apa)iheid.

The factovs which necessitated the armed stmggie still exist today. We haveno option but
to continue. We express the hopc that a climate conducive to a ncgoﬁatcd settlement
would be created soon so that there may no ionger be the need fov the armed stmggie.

lama ioyai and disciplined member of the Aﬁrican National Congress, | am thevefore) n
full agreement with all of its objectives, strategies, and tactics. The need to unite the people
of our country is as important a task now as it aiways has been. No individual leader is
able to take on these enormous tasks on his own.

It is our task as leaders to piacc ourviews bcforc ouv organisation and to allow the
democratic structures to decide on the way fomard. On the question of democratic
practice, | feei duty bound to make the point that a leader of the movement is the person
who has been dcmocvaticaiiy elected at a national corifcrencc. This is the pincip le which
must be uphcid without any exception.

Today, 1 wish to report to you that my talks with the government have been aimed at
normaiising the poiiticai situation in the country. We have not as yet iocgim discussing the
basic demands of the struggie. 1 wish to stress that 1 myseif have at no time entered into
negotiations about the futwe of our country, except fo insist on a meeting between the
ANC and the government.

My De Klevk has gone ﬁirther than any other Nationalist President in taking real steps to
normalise the situation.

Howevey, theve ave fLLYii’lCY steps as outlined in the Havare Declaration that have to be met
bcfovc negotiations on the basic demands of our peopic can iocg'm.

1 veiterate our call fov inter alia, the immediate ending of the state of emergency and the
ﬁceing of all, and not oniy some, poiiticai prisonevs.

Oniy such a normalised situation which allows for ﬁfee poiiﬁcai activities can allow us to
consult our pcopie in order to obtain a mandate.

The peopie need to be consulted on who will negotiate and on the content of such
negotiations. Negotiations cannot take piace above the heads or behind the backs of our

]OCO]DiC.

1t is our beiief that the ﬁ,itwe of our country can oniy be determined i)y a i)ody which is
democraticaiiy elected on a non-racial basis.

Negotiations on the dismantiing of apavihcid will have to address the ovcvwhciming
demands of our peop le fov a democratic, non-vacial, and unitary South Aﬁica.

Theve must be an end to white monopoiy on poiiticai powey, and a ﬁmdmnentai
vestructuring of our poiitica[ and economic systems to ensure that the 'anquaiitics of
a]oa)”cheid ave addressed and our society thovoughiy democratised.

It must be added that My De Klevk himscif is a man of integrity, who is acutciy aware of
the dangers of a pui)[ic ﬁguve not honouring his undertaicings.

But as an organisation we based our poiicy and strategy on the harsh Veaiity we ave faced
with. And this veality is that we ave still suffeving under the policies of the Nationalist
government. Our stmggie has veached a decisive moment. We call on our peopie to seize
this moment so that the process towards democracy is Vapid and lmintermptedi

We have waited too iong for our ﬁccdom. We canno iongcv wait. Now is the time to
intensiﬁ/ the s’cmggie on all ﬁ’on’cs. To velax our eﬂﬂorf:s now would be a mistake which
generations to come will not be able to fovgive.

The sight of freedom looming on the horizon should encourage us to redouble our
eﬁovts. Itis oniy through discipiined mass action that our victory can be assured.

We call on our white compatriots to join us in the shap'mg of anew South Aﬁrica. The
ﬁ'ccdom movement is a poiiﬁcai home fov you too. We call on the international
community to continue the campaign to isolate the apartheid regime.

To iiﬁ sanctions now would be to vun the visk of aioovt'mg the process towards the
compicic evadication of apa)‘ihcid. Our march to ﬁ'cedom is irreversible. We must not
allow ﬁzar to stand in our way.

Universal suﬁ:ragc on a common voters’ role in united democratic and non-vacial South
Aﬁrica is the on[y way to peace and vacial harmony.

Tn conclusion, 1 wish to quote my own wovds dwing my trial in 1964. Tiqey are as true
today as tiney weve then. 1 quote:

"l have fought against white domination and 1 have fought against black domination. 1
have cherished the ideal of a democratic and ﬁrce society in which all pevsons live
togcther in havmony and with equai opportunities. It is an ideal which 1 hopc to live fov
and to achieve. But, ifneeds be, it is an ideal for which 1 am prepared to die."



